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Erih of Indifference
President George Post of the TorranCe Chamber of 

' Commerce might well have been speaking for all us when 
he submitted his "President's Message" for the February 
issue of the Chamber's Business News and Views.

"Local government with its faults is such, not because 
those who govern are unqualified, but rather that those who 
are governed have abdicated their solemn duties."

In his message addressed to the Chamber of Commerce 
membership. President Post exhorted his readers to "be 
honest . . . face facts'"

"The legacy handed down to us of government by 
the people has been negated by indifference an attitude 
of -what's the use' and the firm belief that 'polities' is a 
dirty word." the message read

He pointed out that qualified people are "neither will­ 
ing to soil themselves with 'polities' nor to be soiled by the 
mud-slinging vilifiers who believe that emotion is a sub­ 
stitute for fact."

The message is one that all Americans could well 
ponder. Those of us calling Torrance our home can prob­ 
ably reflect with some profit, the Chamber president's 
exhortation to his membership that "Chamber members  
as business and professional leaders and all those who 
hear our message must strive to help bring about a truly 
fine government of the people, for the people, and above 
all. by the people."

Interest in the affairs of city government will run high 
during the next few weeks spurred by reports of an in­ 
vestigation which has been under way by state and county 
agencies for nearly eight months, and spurred by the reali­ 
zation that three members of the City Council are standing 
for re-election at a municipal election on April 14. The 
three men are facing a field of 15 challengers for the 
three seats.

The election-month interest in the city is not sufficient, 
however, to erase the stigma of indifference charged to 
the people in the Chamber president's message. The inter­ 
est in the affairs of the city should be at election pitch 
the year around.

"Incompetence Is never to be tolerated." the News 
and Views said.

Indifference, we say, is equally bad.

Girl Scout Week
This year Girl Scout Week will be observed from March 

8-14. Completing 52 years of service the Girl Scout organi­ 
zation continues to move ahead to meet the changing needs 
of today's youngsters.

Girl Scout troops across the nation last year were or­ 
ganized in four new age levels instead of the former three. 
Girls begin their scouting experience at age 7 in the Brown­ 
ies and progress through the Juniors, Cadettes, and finally 
the Seniors for girls 15 through 17.

Prom their earliest days in Brownies, a feeling of being 
needed is fostered in the young members and the theme 
behind scouting is brought alive in terms of day to day 
activities and experiences the disposition to try and the 
desire to be a worthwhile and useful person of service to 
others. Senior Girl Scouts are encouraged to enlarge their 
field of interest to merge with the adult world. Pursuing 
their goal of giving service, they may enter aid projects in 
cooperation with libraries, hospitals, museums and other 
institutions.

The responsibility of keeping Girl Scouting alive and 
vital falls on the voluntary troop leaders and local scouting 
organizations in communities across the country. The Girl 
Scouts of America deserve every recognition.
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DeGaulle's Drive to Win 
Far East Power Hits Snag
President De Gaulle's reach 

in the Far East, designed to 
substitute French for Ameri­ 
can and British influence 
there, has suffered a set­ 
back. But it has not failed, 
nor are American and British 
prospects any brighter.

The setbat-K involves De 
Gaulle's break with National­ 
ist China as the price for rec­ 
ognizing Red China. It was a 
back-handed break, and it 
worked some flaw in what 
was planned as a brilliant 
de Gaulle departure from 
Western, particularly Ameri­ 
can, thinking. De Gaulle had 
pledged he would not aban­ 
don the "two Chinas" con­ 
cept, but the Red Chinese 
were too tough for him. De 
Gaulle's demarche came 
while his allies were in trou­ 
ble, the Unrted States chroni­ 
cally in South Vietnam, Bri­ 
tain in Cyprus and Malaysia. 

Vr i-c -i:
Anyway, de Gaulle must 

now turn his attention to old 
Indochina, where he has been 
offering some tentative 
pledges, and looking for a 
chance to make hay.

Old Indochina, where the 
French power sloughed away 
after the war. is comprised 
of North and South Vietnam, 
Laos and Cambodia. All have 
similar economic and social 
problems, and the same gen­ 
eral culture, though they are 
prides. Laos is technically 
"neutral," and Cambodia 
wants to be. North Vietnam 
is under Red China's influ­ 
ence, and also lacks the food 
available in South Vietnam, 
which we know about.

That is. we know what 
Washington will tell us. or 
what Washington can't hide, 
because we are stuck in a 
losing military operation 
there. Washington hates to 
admit it, but signs continue 
that our grip in South Viet­ 
nam is deteriorating, and can 
only be cured by an Ameri­ 
can declared war against the 
Communist guerrillas operat­ 
ing from the North Vietnam 
base.

* * i-r
But this cure looks some­ 

what more spongy than the 
Korean War was. and it is 
quite unlikely Washington 
can sell the American people 
such an adventure.

Meanwhile, French busi­ 
ness and political influence 
survives In the four nations

of old Indochina, and M. de 
Gaulle is furthering his an­ 
nounced purpose of "neutral­ 
ization" of the whole area A 
news dispatch from Laos says 
he is beginning there, his 
policy based on the assump­ 
tion the United States mu.st 
in time withdraw from South 
Vietnam due to Vietnamese 
apathy.

Washington has no visible 
shield against de Gaulle's 
machinations. It can point 
out, perhaps with some truth, 
but without persuading any­ 
body, that "neutralization" 
means an uiltimate Commu­ 
nist takeover, because that's 
the way Communists work. 
Then John Foster Dullej' cru­ 
sade of the last decade, start­ 
ed in a jungle so remote it 
puzzled all but Mr. Duties and 
nit cronies, will have ended.

As a publisher's editor. 
Henry W. Simon lias acted as 
security blanket, whipping 
boy, father figure and giver- 
of-advicc i mostly ignored) to 
a couple of gener.ttions of 
American writers. Simon is a 
calm, relaxed, optimistic ex­ 
ecutive oi Simon & Schuster. 
one of America's most suc­ 
cessful publishing enter­ 
prises. He was here the other 
day to check on the output 
and future plans of his estab­ 
lished practitioners in this 
area (Ernest K. Gann and 
Niven Busch among them. He 
dropped into our office to 
discuss a perennial publish­ 
ing problem   the case of 
the first novelist.

Therp are probably more 
talented novelists in this 
country, especially first novel­ 
ists, than there are readers of 
fiction. Average sale of a 
published first novel (which 
is usually the author's second 
or third try) is an unprofit­ 
able 3.000 copies. Most of 
these are "good unimportant 
books.'' "promising books." 
"respectable failures." Why 
does a publisher continue 
this risk'' Because just over 
the horizon might be a spec­ 
tacular success, like Joseph 
Heller's "Catch-22." which 
Simon & Schuster introduced 
in 1961. Or another Herman 
Wouk. Harold Robbins. Leon 
Uris. Or Ernest Hemingway.

Even "Catch-22." which 
Henry Simon does not partic­ 
ularly like, was not a spectac­ 
ular success in its hard-cover 
edition A spoof of the mill- 
tan- life and of general or­ 
ganized absurdity, it sold 
about 25.000 copies (spectacu­ 
lar enough, for a first novel). 
People got excited about it- 
loved it or hated it. in about 
equal measure in its paper­ 
back version. A cool million 
copies, and still going.

Youngsters of the post- Sal­ 
inger variety take to it, Si­ 
mon suspects, because of its 
crazy wit and its picture of 
the madness of military life

Quote
"Politics the most prom­ 

ising of alj careers. Promises, 
promises, promises."   Bill 
Stewart, Spooner (Wise.) Ad­ 
vocate.

and war. What about Heller's 
second novel' Ilcller won't 
tell even his editor what it is 
about. Second novels by suc­ 
cessful first novelists almost 
always have trouble and are 
almost always greeted as dis­ 
appointments This probably 
will happen with Heller. 
Might bo quit while he's 
ahead with a si tig I p big suc­ 
cess'.' No. the second (secret) 
Heller is definitely In the 
works.

Any "trends" in fiction" 
Maybe the "kookle" novel. 
Crazy wit. like "Catch-22" re­ 
lated to the sick joke. Elliot! 
Baker's "A Fine Madness" is 
an example, a plea for (be 
artist's role in a conformist 
society. Warren Miller's 
"Looking for the General" is 
another, a spoof of scientific 
military research. Stanley 
Rubric's movie. "Dr. Strange- 
love." is related to this erea- 
tive genre   poking fun at 
the manners and absurdities 
of our time.

James Dorms

Consumer Is Being Wooed 
Like Any Political Bloc

From the Mailbox
Editor, Torrance Herald

I believe that everyone 
has a right to be heard and I

also believe that anyone mak­ 
ing themselves heard has a 
duty to those willing to Us-

YOU CANT HAVE IT BOTH WAYS

ten. That duty is to inform 
themselves as much as pos­ 
sible before expounding ou 
any given subject.

1 refer to your column 
"Penny for your Thoughts" 
of Thursday, Feb. 27.

There has been much writ­ 
ten on the subject of the 
United Nations and a little 
endeavor will enlighten one 
greatly.

MRS. R. A. JOHNSON
ft -ft -, 

Editor, Torrance Herald
1 think that your "Penny 

for Your Thoughts" column 
la the type of fraudulent trash 
that is found In a one-horse- 
town publication. 1 note that 
all answers are in the affirm­ 
ative and that they all appear 
identical in content. Recently 
this same inquiry was made 
by the Congressman repre-

One of the strangest pheno­ 
mena of recent years is the 
emergence of the consumer 
as a political "public." to bor­ 
row a favorite phrase of the 
Madison Avenue boys.

All of a sudden, the con­ 
sumer is being wooed as a 
separate breed of voter, like 
the Polish voter, the Muscle 
Beach voter, or the /en Bud­ 
dhist voter. 'For some reason, 
explicable only to those gifted 
with the political expertise to 
understand why, the consu­ 
mer has been placed In the 
category of a minority group.

Consumers, it might appear 
to the uninitiated, are every­ 
one, and therefore not reach­ 
able by special appeals. But 
no consumers really are 
only to be found in suburbia. 

 ^.i *'  iV
The greatest worry to Dem­ 

ocratic Party strategists these

days, according to a New 
York Herald Tribune dispatch 
last week, is that suburban 
population is growing and 
that Democrats who move to 
the suburbs tend to switch 
their registration to Republi­ 
can as a status symbol. How 
to appeal to these wayward 
Democrats? According to Sen­ 
ator Philip A. Hart of Mlchi- 
gan. the way to do i* is to 
promote legislative programs 
"to safeguard consumer inter­ 
ests."

In a memo to President 
Johnson dealing with subur­ 
ban defectors. Senator Hart 
wrote: ''The consumer Inter­ 
est issue has the potential of 
tapping a vast reservoir of 
independent and pivotal 
voters."

Consumers, apparently, 
don't consume in the cities- 
only in the suburbs.

lubstantial margin
Being statistically minded, 

I submit the thesis that it is 
Impossible for six consecutive 
responses to be erroneous 
there are many valid reasons 
for admission, though weak) 
in the same aspect.

I have recently made resi­ 
dence in Lomita and 1 would 
like to remark that "this area 
needs a newspaper."

STAM.KV 1MTLICK

Opinions of Others
... the office of the Internal Revenue service at Wich- 

ita has received hundreds of letters and calls during the 
past few weeks regarding the proposed 1964 legislation. 
A large percentage of these inquires is made in the belief 
that if, and when, changes are made in the tax laws, the 
benefits will be immediate and reduce the 1963 taxes. Such 
belief is strictly untrue, declares Harry F. Scribner, the 
district director. Every taxpayer must make his full return 
for 1963, and get it on file as soon as possible. He will thus 
be eligible to receive tax refunds, if any, when the proposed 
tax bill finally becomes a law.  El Dorado (Kan.) Tunes

quoted as saying there were three estates in Parliament. 
Then Thomas Carlyle, the noted British essayist, added: 
'But in the reporters' gallery yonder there sat a fourth 
estate more important far tiian they all.' When Carlyle 
wrote these words more than a century ago adding the 
press to the church, the peerage and the commoner, he was 
looking shrewdly into the future. He could see despotism 
on the march in countries with newspapers and news media 
under the thumb of government He could see freedom on 

was free.  Findluy (Ohio)

Anything exciting du>- tro:n
5 & S'.' Henry Simon W.K c.m- 
tious. There's a "orilli;-.nt and 
repulMve" first novel by Wal­ 
lace Markfiend. "To An K.iny 
Grave." due this month. This 
ridicules far-out literary tr.'i- 
cism anl little magazine writ- 
in». It ceniors on the f-inoral 
of a little ma«:»z'.ne's vjui j 
writing idol. Kookie. Simon
6 Schuster has hop.s .or 
this. Something beyond the 
standard 3.000-i-opv sale

Noirs on thr Margin
. . . Klizabcth Bow en's (or-? 

out of print novel of 1!»2;>, 
"The Last September." has 
been republished by Knopf 
i8495i A talo ot Ireland in 
the H)20s by this Irish-born 
stylist.
... A long-awaited new- 

novel by Wil'iam Goldinc. au­ 
thor of "Lord of the Flics " is 
due in April from Harcourt. 
Titled "The Spire." it is a 
work of "enormous scope and 
striking originality," its pub­ 
lishers claim.

Our Man Hoppe

Art

California pioneered the 
new concern for the suburban 
housewife who. unlike her 
city cousin, needs protection 
from the predatory super­ 
markets. Helen Nelson. Cali­ 
fornia's Consumer Counsel. Is 
convinced that the conflicting 
claims of the packagers of 
rival brands of detergents 
should be a matter of life and 
death to all the folk who live 
in little boxes.

The federal government has 
just appointed a Mrs. Esther 
Peterson to do Mrs. Nelson's 
vote-getting Job on a national 
scale. Mrs. I'eterson's unique 
claim to fame is that she can 
pick out the best head of let­ 
tuce In the produce depart­ 
ment in a matter of seconds. 

Oddly enough, despite its 
alleged concern for the con­ 
sumer, the State of California 
is ready to slap in jail any 
grocery store owner who selli 
certain products below cer­ 
tain prices.

-:-  >"? -k
And just last week, the 

National Labor Relations 
Board ruled that California 
carpenters can be fined and 
expelled from their union for 
laying more than a prescribed 
number of shinglei on an 
eight hour shift.

Because of a multitude of 
rules like that, countenanced 
and enforced by the decision! 
of various government agen­ 
cies the cost of a home the 
bi|>gc,st single investment 
must consumers ever make in 
their lifetime is probably 
about double what it ought to 
be

But it's nice to know that 
Helen Nelson and Esther 
Peterson are working forty 
hours each week to protect 
members of that new minor­ 
ity group* -the suburban con­ 
sumer- from being fleeced 
by unscrupulous packagers 
out of two or three cents a 
day.

Our Leaders in Washington are mulling over a bril­ 
liant new strategy: invade North Vietnam. And it certainly 
makes sense If we can't win the war we're fighting in 
South Vietnam. I say. let's go fight it somewhere else.

Of course, nobody seems to have asked South Viet- 
'nam what it thinks of the idea. As you know, the South 
Vietnamese Army of 400.000 men is having a mite of 
trouble holding its own against 100.000 Communist-led 
peasants. And how will it feel about taking on North 
Vietnam? Which has 16 million Communist-led peasants.

Oddly enough. I'm just the ace expert to reassure 
everybody on this point. For I happen to be the only ace 
expert on the neighboring nation of West Vhtnnng. (cq) 
Where precisely the same question cropped up.

 f'r -"  -Ji­ 

lt was in the 27th year of our lightning campaign to 
wipe out the dread Marxist-Leninist Viet-Narian gorillas, 
(cq) The Loyal Royal Army, under the command that 
week of General Hoo Dat Dar. burned as always with a 
spirit of fierce resistance. Primarily against the idea of 
fighting anybody.

Our Secretary of Defense, was making his monthly 
"crisis mission" to Vhtnnng and had just issued his assess­ 
ment to the press: "There Is no cause for alarm in the 
catastrophic situation because around the corner lies 
either victory or something else and I pledge to have our 
boys out of the trenches by Christmas. Christmas of 1993." 

So he was in a grim mood when he met with General 
Hoo Dat Dar to confer. "The fact is. the war is going 
badly and we must take some bold, dramatic step." say* 
our Secretary. "Surrender?" Suggests General Hoo Dat 
Dar hopefully. "Never!" says our Secretary firmly. "We 
cannot afford to lose West Vhtnnng. Not to mention 
California. Illinois and both Dakotns in the fall election. 
No. the fighting Loyal Royal Army must launch a do-or-die 
invasion of the impregnable stronghold of East Vhtnnng."

"What are you," inquires General Hoo Dat Dar 
politely, "some kind of nut?"

"The alternative, as I see it." says our Secretary im- 
perturbably "is to redouble our efforts here in West 
Vhtnnng. Our 15.000 military advisers will drop twice 
as many napalm bombs. We'll make twice as many strafing 
runs. Bomb! Burn! Destroy! With luck, we'll blacken 
every square inch of West Vhtnnng. Blood will flow in "

"Blood?" says General Hoo Dat Dar. And he faints 
dead away.

When they revive him. he makes a speech: "Mr. 
Secretary, after due deliberation 1 fee) I speak for all the 
people of West Vhtnnng in beseeching your 15,000 mili­ 
tary advisers to lead a glorious invasion of East Vhtiuing. 
Rest assured the fighting Loyal Royal Army will be be­ 
hind them to the man. Somewhere."

So, as I say, I'm sure the majority of South Vietnam­ 
ese would be delighted if we would carry the war to North 
Vietnam. Or anywhere else.

Indeed, looking back on the villages we've burned, 
the crops we've destroyed and the ignorant peasants 
we've killed all in the name of Cold War politics I 
think it's the nicest thing we could do for them.

Morning Report:
It's too early to tell if Jack Ruby is going to get a 

fair trial in Texas. But already there's no doubt he's going 
to get a long one.

Of course he shot Oswald. About 100 million Ameri­ 
cans saw him do it on TV originally live from Dallas, 
on countless re-runs, and in slow motion.

So the defense will trot out any number of psychia­ 
trists to say he was nuts at the time of the shooting and 
is now sane. The prosecution will have their experts say 
he was sane then and now. And the jury 12 amateurs in 
the field of mental health will decide which batch of 
experts knows the subject It surely puts a strain on the 
great Anglo-Saxon jury system.

Abe Mrlliliftoff


